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Wako's SDGs Month

The Beauty of Ishikawa and Noto: Weaving Connections

July 1st (Mon)-17th (Wed)

In January 2024, the Noto Peninsula was struck by a major earthquake, which claimed many lives.
Wako sincerely wishes for the swift recovery of the affected areas and hopes to contribute to the preservation

of Notoss traditional crafts, with which we have a deep connection.

Through Wako's SDGs Monthinitiative, which honours history and tradition, we are proud to present the
works and messages of 15 artists and craftsmen, both established and emerging, who are dedicated to

preserving these traditions and leading the way for the future.

We hope that you will continue to show your warm concern and understanding for the disaster-affected areas.

Ceramic Artist
Ohi Chozaemon XI (Toshio OHI)

bornin Kanazawa, Ishikawa Prefecture
OhiWare

Due to the earthquake on New Year's Day, many works were
shattered, including my grandfather's masterpieces from nine
generations, my father's from the tenth generation who passed
away just last year,and many of my own. The kiln, made from clay
and passed down since the Edo period, was left in ruins, making it
impossible to fire pottery for along time.

Amidst this sorrow, | saw aray of light. The many fragments
that | could not bear to throw away guided me. By firing and
reconnecting the broken pieces, and breathing new life into the
clay,|amtaking on the challenge of transforming them into
new creations.

Photographer
Mineko ORISAKU

bornin Komatsu, Ishikawa Prefecture

Hoping to give back to the pride and happiness | gained from
being bornin Ishikawa Prefecture, | created a work called “Haku
Photography @ ten years ago, combining the traditional crafts of
gold leaf and photography.

Just like the gold leaf that radiates light on its own, | support the
resilient and strong people of the Noto Peninsula who live life
facing forward.

6th Generation of Kutani Choemon
Keigo KAMIDE

bornin Nomi, Ishikawa Prefecture
KutaniWare

“Natural disasters donthave aNew Year's Day,” | painfully realised
fromthe recent earthquake. | never thought a major earthquake
would hit during our New Year's Day family gathering. However,
natural disasters are indifferent to human circumstances.

The Zenmonk Ikkyu Sojuniis said to have walked through
Kyoto onNew Year's Day with a staff adorned with a skull,
warning people by saying, ‘Beware, beware.” This owl prays for
the happiness of everyone'slives.

Lacquerware Artist
Kunie KOMORI

bornin Wajima, Ishikawa Prefecture
Important Intangible Cultural Property Living

“Receive with the Right Hand, Pass on with the Left”

Having experienced the earthquake on January 1st, I felta
strong sense of duty to not only continue my work as a
lacquerware artist but also, as the director of Ishikawa Prefectural
Wajima Institute of Lacquer Arts, to refine and pass on the skills |
inherited from my predecessors. |am determined to seta strong
example for others to follow.

Ceramic Artist
Takashi SHINOHARA

bornin Suzu, Ishikawa Prefecture
Suzu Ware, Yuge Kiln

Imagine how much peace asingle flower ina vase has
brought tomy restless heart.

Inow realise that the days that began then have been
supported by many small blessings that | might otherwise
have overlooked.

Ceramic Artist
Jun TAKEKOSHI

bornin Nomi, Ishikawa Prefecture
Kutani Ware, 4th Generation of Taizan Kiln

Spring has passed, and the greenery has gradually deepened.
Thisis a time of peace and tranquillity for me.

At 410 pm.onNew Year's Day, the Noto Peninsula earthquake
struck. Since then, noimages of greenery have appearedin the
media. Thisis a pity. | also lost arespected lacquerware artist.
After such deep sorrow, | feel the need for colour.

Ceramic Artist
Seito TAMURA
bornin Komatsu, Ishikawa Prefecture

Kutani Ware, 4th Generation of Ceramic Kiln Tamura,
The art of brush-writing micro calligraphy on ceramic ware

Traditional craftsmanship is supported by the unique materials,
climate, and people of the region.

The people of Noto are strong and kind. | wish for the recovery
of the town and the well-being of those affected by the disaster,
and lintend to continue visiting Noto in the future.

Ceramic Artist
Takuo NAKAMURA
bornin Kanazawa, Ishikawa Prefecture

(Second son of Nakamura Baizan Il)
Kutani Ware, Baizan Kiln

Now is the time!
|am determined to start by facing the materials once more.

Makie Lacquerware Artist
JunichiHAKOSE

bornin Wajima, Ishikawa Prefecture
Hakose Atelier

On1January 2024, the Noto Peninsula was devastated by amassive
earthquake, far beyond anything we could have ever imagined.

QOur home town, Wajima, with its many craftsmen and
lacquerware artisans known locally as nushi-ya, has thrived through
mutual cooperation. However, after the earthquake, those bonds
have been broken apart.

Inapositive sense, the world has been reset. From now on, | hope
that young people will reconnect the broken threads and create
new traditions and a new town for the future.

Special Contribution from Hakose Atelier
Makie Lacquerware Artisan Yoshihito DAKE
Makie Lacquerware Artisan Tomonori YAMASAKI

Ceramic Artist
Minori YOSHITA

bornin Komatsu, Ishikawa Prefecture
Important Intangible Cultural Property Living

| would like to extend my heartfelt condolences to the victims of
the earthquake on New Year's Day, 2024 (Reiwa 6).

Though six months have passed since the earthquake and
the seasons have changed, the road to recovery remains long
and challenging. Each day, | continue to feel a deep sense of
frustration and sorrow.

As someone involved in traditional crafts, | would be grateful if |
could be of some help, evenif only in a small way.

Ceramic Artist
Yukio YOSHITA

bornin Komatsu, Ishikawa Prefecture
Kutani Ware, 4th Generation of Kinzan Kiln

The occurrence onNew Year's Day, 2024 (Reiwa 6) forced many
craftspeople to make heart-wrenching decisions.

lam sincerely grateful for the tangible and intangible support
from various people. While praying that the spotlight will shine
more widely on the makers in the affected areas, | will continue to
earnestly pursue my pottery work.

Ceramic Artist
Kazu YONEDA

resides and works in Ishikawa Prefecture
KutaniWare

| picture the faces of friends who were there.

| know acquaintances who remainin their tilted homes.

| understand the helplessness of these thoughts.

Yet, | continue to create.

|listen to the voice of the earth, touch the flow of life, and seek to
keep feeling the twinkle of nature.

Lacquerware Artist
Takashi WAKAMIYA

bornin Wajima, Ishikawa Prefecture
Director of the lacquer art collective "Hikoju Makie”

The earthquake that struck the Noto Peninsula on New Year's
Day, 2024 (Reiwa 6),instantly changed ou rdaily lives.

Six months have passed since then, and we have lost so
much, making us acutely aware that we will never be able to
return to the way things were.

However, as we have no choice but to move forward, we have
become aware of new encounters and possibilities. We feel that
from now on, we should live our lives looking forward to these
new opportunities.

Seiko House 6F, Seiko House Hall
Mineko ORISAKU Photo Exhibition “Koin 2024" July 4th (Thu)-15th (Mon)

Akagi Akito Urushi Studio 30th Anniversary Exhibition —The Future of Wajima-nuri—
August 29th (Thu)-September 8th (Sun)

An exhibition introducing the crafts of Ishikawa is planned for January 2025.
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For further information about the artworks, please reach out to the WAKO Art Department at +81 3-3562-2111. # 7'5



